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Minutes:  January 21, 2016 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.
Attendance
Jeff Brewster
Michael Rountree
Tim MacConnell
Gary Dangel
Emmett Drane
Mike Cornette
Kathy Atkinson

Officer Kandice Roper-Issa
Kim Coleman
Steve Smith
Mark Leeman
Anne Leeman
Katy Dietz
William Johnson

Capt. Paul Broxterman
Fred Orth
Adam Curry
Officer Ken Kilgore
Stan Beck
Betty Waite
Pam Schreiner

Kevin Wright
Chris Disimio
Cindy Fischer
Greg Warner
Beverly J. Odoms
Vanessa Henderson
Kiana Trabue

 
Meeting called to order at 8:10 AM, with welcome of new attendees including Police Captain Paul Broxterman and 
liason officer Kilgore.
Minutes from meeting on 11/19/15 were approved, Michael Rountree 1st, Kathy Atkinson 2nd.  
Committee Reports:
Safety – Officer Roper-Issa & Captain Broxterman
The group welcomed Officer Roper-Issa back from maternity leave. Crime statistics were distibuted. A multi-page 
handout describing the Citizens Police Academy training sessions was made available; this will occur in March.
A suspect has been identified in a case of felonious assault at 2525 Victory. There has been an increase in theft of 
vehicles, due to persons starting up cars to run in the cold. Areas of particular concern include the UDF and Dollar 
General stores, as well as around the Shell gas station. Captain Broxterman said that there are properties such as the 
Alms (2525 Victory) that are part of current nuisance litigation, and possible approaches being discussed include 
receivership for the property.
The Captain addressed complaints regarding slow response time, noting that based on the numbers of officers he has 
available, there are approx. 12 officers on-shift in the district at any one time. For a priority run, he can borrow 
officers from adjacent areas.
Finance – William Johnson
There have been many deposits made in recent months. Treasurer reported a balance of $7,369.76 as of Dec. 31, 
2015, and said that there will be a correction to be made in January as approx. $1,351 was deposited to an incorrect 
account. 
CNBDU – Cindy Fischer
February 19 will be the first due date for preliminary proposals for any major or minor projects, for which we might 
seek funding in 2016. Cindy plans to meet with Joe Sandmann to discuss this.
Promotions – Jeff Brewster
The WHRF is working to assemble a database of local businesses, based on responses to a business profile handout 
that was distributed. Gary said that the starting point is a listing of about 500 businesses, but some of these names are 
outdated; they hope to get profile responses from at least 100 entities. Completed profiles should be returned to the 
WHRF.
The Website committee will be meeting on January 29 to consider design options, with the goal of having a new live 
site by March 21. 
Planning & Physical Development – Kevin Wright, with Steve Smith of Model Group
Trevarren Phase 1 is set to open in the Spring, with 38 apartments and 8,000 s.f. of retail; an open house will be held 
on January 30. The streetscape work from Kemper to Victory is finished. Money has been raised to hire a consultant 
to consider questions such as how much housing is needed, or where new public parking should go; community 
engagement will begin in February.
Paramount Square, defined as several properties nearby or adjacent to the Paramount Building on Peebles Corner, 
includes the block to the southeast of the Gilbert / McMillan intersection. The Paramount Building itself will be 
offices above retail. A couple of properties in the middle of the block are proposed to be demolished and rebuilt, but 
this work won't be eligible for the same kinds of historic tax credits that make the Paramount Building feasible.
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Steve presented a proposal for this mid-block location, which would preserve the total quantity of affordable housing 
in the area, but provide it within a program called “Scholar House”. This program provides child care for mothers 
enrolled in a 2-4 yr. degree program, and candidates must move out once their schooling is complete. The goal is to 
provide a route out of poverty, and would most likely bring in candidates from outside the neighborhood. Kevin said 
that there are already many empty affordable housing units that could be traded for the proposed 50+ Scholar House 
units. An existing Scholar House program has recently opened in Newport, KY, and Kevin noted that the program has 
a 15-year track record in Kentucky.
Kathy noted that some school programs offer assistance in the form of loans rather than grants, which places their 
participants into debt. Steve said that the answer to that is accreditation requirements, and counseling & mentorship 
services are also available.
Kevin asked for a letter of support, to help secure tax credits; motion to draft such a letter was approved, Mike 
Cornette 1st, Tim MacConnell 2nd. Kathy noted that it may not be as easy to get WHAC support, the discussion may 
call for more preparation. Pam said that the Education & Workforce Development Committee can help to locate 
program candidates.
The parking lot adjacent to the Dillard Building is on multiple parcels, half owned by the Dillard Bldg. and half 
owned by the City, with a management contract between them. $150,000 has been raised to implement design 
improvements, but there needs to be a commitment to pay for ongoing management of the lot. While various cost-
sharing scenarios have been considered, Kevin suggested that the best method would be to have the Business Group 
pay to manage this public parking lot, which is estimated to cost about $3,100 per year. This would be similar to the 
roles adopted by other neighborhood business groups, and the funds might be raised through sponsorship of flower 
pots or simply by gaining dues from new members. This lot is a short-term solution of 30 spaces, the business district 
will eventually need more and this lot may go back to exclusive ownership by the Dillard Bldg. after 10 years. Motion
to provide funding for public parking lot management was approved, Kim Coleman 1st, Betty Waite 2nd, with one 
abstention (Jeff Brewster representing the Dillard Bldg.).
Beautification – No Report
Education / Workforce Development – No Report

Other Matters:
Condolences were expressed for Joe Sandmann, who lost his mother in the preceeding week and was therefore not 
present at this meeting.
An alternate meeting time was proposed for next month, either during the lunch hour or at 5:30 PM; members were 
encouraged to express their preferences on the business profiles being collected by WHRF.
Tim MacConnell volunteered to serve as committee chair for Membership.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 9:30 AM. 
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