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Minutes:  February 18, 2016 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.
Attendance
Jeff Brewster
William Johnson
Michael Rountree
Adam Curry
Kam Misleh
Mike Cornette
Savannah Eavenson

Emmett Drane
Mark Leeman
Gary Terry
Fred Orth
Matthew Merlitt
Gary Dangel
Kiana Trabue

Kevin Wright
Joe Sandmann
Pam Schreiner
Kate Walker
Officer Kandice Roper-Issa
Aimee Shinkle
Clarence Taylor

Kathryne Gardette
Tracy Flanagan-Ryan
Cindy Fischer
Beverly J. Odoms
Betty Waite
Katy Dietz

 
Meeting called to order at 8:05 AM, with welcome of new attendees.
Committee Reports:
Finance – William Johnson
Treasurer's report distributed at meeting (printed on reverse side of Agenda). Funds shown do not include approved 
funding through CNBDU, which will be in the form of reimbursements for specific expenditures. Treasurer's Report 
was accepted, motion made by William Johnson and seconded by Jeff Brewster. 
CNBDU – Cindy Fischer, Kevin Wright
Preliminary project proposals are due February 19, and these can be relatively vague at this stage. Kevin said that we 
will be submitting for Minor project funding (approx. $30k) for the design of gateway signage and beautification, 
including the Gilbert Avenue medians. For Major project funding, we will propose the acquisition and stabilization of 
certain properties within the business district. Approval of these proposals will ultimately be decided by peer voting in
the fall. Jeff noted that our collaboration with the WHRF is improving, and that we need to step forward and be a part 
of the changes occurring in our neighborhood.
Safety – Officer Roper-Issa 
Crime statistics were distibuted. Captain Broxterman has been reassigned; our new Captain is Martin Mack. Kevin 
said that it can be frustrating to have a new Captain every 8 months on average. Kam pointed out that there will be as 
many as 150 senior officers who retire in the next 5 years.
Jeff commented that he had a recent incident concerning a fire, and there was a very effective response from the 
Police. One arrest has been made pertaining to the robbery at the UDF last week.  The Alms Building on Victory 
Parkway has entered receivership, and the new management has requested a greater police presence. The building is 
still owned by the same entity in New Jersey (along with other properties in Avondale), though the bank is proceeding
with foreclosure.
Beautification – Jeff Brewster
Jeff said that we need to have a strategic plan, to handle implementation of design recommendations such as gateway 
signage that will be forthcoming as well as to keep up with current commitments like the flower pots. The Executive 
Committee will bring a recommendation to the March meeting. Kathryne said that she attends meetings that are held 
the second Saturday of each month, 9:30 AM at Parkside Cafe, and Betty Waite also attends.
Membership – Jeff Brewster
Last month, Tim MacConnell volunteered to chair this committee. There are some major goals to be discussed, 
including a potential restructuring of dues for 2017. Michael Rountree reminded all present to make use of the sign-in 
sheet, as it serves as our way of collecting email addresses so that notices and other communications can be sent to 
attendees.
Promotions/Website – Jeff Brewster
The Website committee is continuing to meet and progress is being made; the goal is still to have a new live site by 
March 21. 
Planning & Physical Development – Kevin Wright
Trevarren Phase 1 is now complete, and there will be a ribbon-cutting ceremony in March. 16 units have been leased 
already, with the most affordable ones going first. Just Q'in (restaurant) will open in May, as they are renovating now.
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Paramount Square is almost fully financed now, for $16 million overall; the Scholar House proposal is being 
submitted later that day. The WHRF has also been talking with a developer regarding the empty land to the west of 
the Firehouse, about a potential $10 million of investment. 
WHRF is collecting feedback in order to develop an overall community Reinvestment Plan, to guide decisions from 5
months out to 15 years; they intend to have this plan by May. They have been holding open office sessions and other 
meetings, but they also have questionnaires that can be taken, and feedback can be given at planwalnuthills.com. 
There are three main focus areas: Peebles Corner, the new MLK Interchange, and the Southwest Quadrant.

Education / Workforce Development – No Report

Other Matters:
Jeff said that we will need to consider ways to raise revenue, as the Business Group voted last month in favor of 
funding parking lot management for the public lot adjacent to the Dillard Building. The Executive Committee will 
return with a recommendation at the March meeting.
Jeff welcomed Matthew Merlitt, Gary Terry, and Kiana Trabue to speak about the Williams YMCA on Melrose 
Avenue, a new WHBG member. They spoke about their needs for financial support in order to remain open, as they 
have been threatened with closure in the past. The YMCA would like to be seen as a partner for the community. They 
have an annual campaign that raise funds which go to support programs such as summer camps. If folks want to give, 
they can go to MyY.org/give. The YMCA is normally open between 5:00 AM and 7:00 PM, and membership dues can
be adjusted by financial assistance offered on a case-by-case basis.
Kevin asked how the YMCA differentiates itself from the Bush Rec. Center; Kiana noted that the YMCA is a national 
non-profit organization. It was suggested that they consider this more, and think about synergy.
Jeff said that the Health & Wellness Committee meets every other Friday, and hopes for greater collaboration. The 
school-based children's clinic for obesity is becoming a national model. The YMCA helps to offer screenings to 
patrons at Kroger on Monday afternoons, which may identify individuals at risk, and then treatment can begin in 
partnership with UC Health.
The March WHBG meeting will be held at an alternate meeting time: 11:30 AM until approximately 12:45 PM.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 9:30 AM. 

whbusinessgroup.org Page 2 of 2


